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Crossroads Center for Children announces 2021 “Dare to Be Different Gala” to be held on October 23 

Capital District Physicians Health Plan (CDPHP) and CAP COM Cares Foundation to be recognized as Connecting 

the Community Awardees   

Schenectady, NY – Tickets are now on sale for Crossroads Center for Children’s 2021, “Dare to Be Different Gala, a night 

of celebration in support of Crossroads programs for children in the Capital District (or Northeastern New York). This year’s 

Gala will take place on Saturday, October 23, from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Terrace at Waters Edge in Glenville. 

Last August, Crossroads held their gala mainly online, although some components were still in person, such as food pickup, 

a wine pull, and a standee photo opportunity. The event raised approximately  $17,000 towards the nonprofit organization's 

3 million-plus dollar expenses of running the school and clinic aimed at helping children and families. 

“After our “virtual” gala last year, we are excited to welcome everyone to celebrate with us in person again this year at our 

Annual Gala. This evening is always a special time to recognize achievements and support, as well as raise some much-

needed funds. We are grateful to have some of our longstanding Crossroads supporters with us again this year, including 

DJ Zac Barr who always manages to bring fun and energy to such a special night. If you’ve been to our Gala before, you 

know how wonderful this event is. And if you have never been, don’t miss another opportunity!” said Kelly Young, 

Executive Director 

Each year at the Gala, Crossroads Center for Children chooses to honor someone with the “Connecting the Community 

Award” in gratitude for their help over the past year, which is always a meaningful and challenging review, as the center 

truly appreciates the contribution of everyone in the Crossroads community. This year, both Capital District Physicians 

Health Plan, (CDPHP) and the CAP COM Community Foundation were chosen.  

“This year, though, we have two honorees, and both were easy selections for their assistance not only to Crossroads but to 

others in our community” said Young. In fact, that is the nature of this award – “Connecting the Community Award”. 

Heather Morrison from Spectrum News 9 will serve as Emcee throughout the evening’s presentation again this year, and 

LeGrande Serras will again serve as live auctioneer. Gem Behind The Mic will add a special song to the festivities. 

Students come to Crossroads for the applied behavior analysis and specialized services that Crossroads provides in the 

school and clinic. Any school district or county may refer students and the organization has worked with up to 30 school 

districts and 10 counties surrounding the center, located in Rotterdam. In the   2020-21 school year, Crossroads Center for 

Children served school-age children from the following school districts in the greater Capital Region: Greenbush, Fonda 

Fultonville, Ft. Plaine, Gloversville, Greenville, Guilderland, Hoosic Valley, Menands, Mechanicville, Niskayuna, N. 

Colonie, Oppenheim-Ephratah, Schenectady, Shenendehowa, Troy, and Watervliet. Pre-school students from the following 

counties were also served: Fulton, Montgomery, Saratoga, Albany, and Schenectady.   

 

All proceeds from this event will bring vital funds and support to Crossroads Center for Children’s programs and services. 

Find ticket registration, other opportunities to get involved, and more information here : 

http://crossroadcenter.org/crossroads-gala-2021/  
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